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The Asian elephants at the
Oregon Zoo can now experi-
ence part of the wild with
their new environmental
enrichment device created by
three recent Catlin Gabel
graduates. The three students
repaired an out-of-order hay-
feeder at the elephant exhibit
for their senior project as part
of the school’s robotics team.

Trevor Burtzos, Natalie
Farci and Cole Perkinson used
their engineering skills to sim-
plify a device designed to
help the elephants get more
exercise. The new-and-
improved mechanism consists
of two sensors in the elephant
yard and an automatic hay
dispenser, which releases hay
at completely random times
for the elephants.

The Catlin Gabel students
worked closely with senior
elephant keeper, Bob Lee, to
create a device that would
uniquely benefit the ele-
phants.

“The elephants are encour-
aged to move around and
investigate the sensor just like
an animal in the wild doing
those behaviors to get food,”
Lee explained.

The device also helps the
elephants exercise throughout
the night when the keepers are
not present. It simulates the
wild because “it’s an enrich-
ment device that puts out their
hay all night, instead of giving
them their food at the last
check before we all leave,”
Lee said.

Perkinson, a 2009 Catlin
Gabel graduate who plans to
attend Reed College in the
fall, provided his opinion on
how the device will benefit
the elephants.

“Asian elephants are not
used to living in confined
spaces like the zoo,”

Perkinson said. “They require
a lot of exercise and can stay
awake until as late as 4 a.m.
— far after the zookeepers
have left.

“Our goal in fixing the
hay-feeder was to make the
elephants’ lives more enter-
taining, give them the exercise
they need and, ultimately, to
showcase the intelligence of
the elephants to the general
public.”

The elephant exhibit’s col-

laboration with high school
students has significantly
improved the welfare of the
elephants, Lee said. The
device has also allowed the
keepers to further extend their
duty in providing a healthy
environment for the elephants.

“They need movement,
they need to think, they need
to figure out problems, and
devices like this allow us to
provide it when we are not
here,” Lee said. “We have to

design ways to keep their
mind and bodies stimulated
— that’s the biggest part of
our job.”

After participating in his
high school’s robotics team
for four years, Perkinson put
his skills to work with the
other students in a real-world
situation.

“An advantage of working
for the zoo is that it pushed
me outside of my comfort
zone,” Perkinson said. “We

really had to take the project
into our own hands to com-
plete it in the 3½ weeks we
had for our senior projects.”

Not only did working on
the enrichment device give the
students a life experience, it
also allowed the zoo to work
with younger members of the
community.

“It gives us an opportunity
to reach out and help educate
kids on the zoo’s mission,”
Lee said. “And, having the
kids this close to the elephants
helps them appreciate how
complex these animals are, as
well as what is going on out-
side of the zoo and the danger
many animals are in around
the world.”

Working on the enrichment
device “gives the students an
opportunity to do something
for school and gives us anoth-
er opportunity to pass on our
message to a different crowd,”
Lee said.
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Library:‘You
would think it
would be the
first place
people would
come’
Washington County and the
City of Beaverton.

Jenny Jenkins, a Beaverton
resident who was at the library
Tuesday with her 4-year-old
son Parker, may be an example
of the reason library use is up.
She recently lost her job, and
even though she’s lived in
Beaverton for a long time, was
just now signing up for a
library card.

“Now that we’re spending
more time at home, we’re try-
ing to find things to do,” she
said of the visiting the library.
“You would think (during a
recession) it would the first
place people would come.”

Jenkins said she used to just
buy books at Barnes and
Noble, but she plans on saving
money by borrowing from the
library. She also plans on using
some of the library’s resources
on starting a small business.

Among the more popular
recent features of the library,
said Linda Fallon, the library’s
adult services director, are the
various forms of media, such
as movies and CDs. The
library recently added a small
Blu-Ray movie collection, as
well.

“It’s the media and the
Internet,” Fallon said. “The
things that cost money if you
get them elsewhere.”

She also said that job-find-
ing workshops and training are
very popular — adult library
program participation is up 30
percent this year, in part
because the library increased
its offerings.

Participation in the summer
reading programs for children
and teenagers also increased
this year.

House said that he’s happy
the library is growing its serv-
ice to the community.

“We’re hoping that as the
demand for services grows, the
city and county will recognize
that.”

TO LEARN MORE
Visit www.beavertonli-
brary.org for a com-
plete schedule of pro-
grams and services.
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Catlin Gabel grads improve the lives of Oregon Zoo elephants
PLAY TIME — Sam, the Oregon
Zoo’s most famous youngster,
enjoys the zoo’s water feature
last Wednesday.
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Meet Mariel after the Parade at the Old Town Festival!

AWARD WINNING HIGH SCHOOL 

MARCHING BANDS

Aloha, Beaverton, Southridge, Sunset, and Westview!

ENTER TO WIN... A PARADE OF PRIZES!

Gift certificates from great Beaverton Area businesses

Presents

GRAND MARSHAL: 

Mariel Zagunis                 

2004 & 2008 Olympic Fencing Gold Medal Winner!

Born and raised in Beaverton

Info: 503-629-6330 or 

www.beavertonoregon.gov/parade

Free Family Fun!

SATURDAY, SEPT. 19

Plus: Old Town Festival!

Dance! Dance! Dance!  Bring your dancing shoes and be a part 

of the fun! From tap to swing, from clogging to Irish dancing.   

Plus: Food Booths! Street Faire! Classic Vehicles!

Plenty of free kids activities, too!

Supporting Sponsors:  New Seasons Market Beaverton, 1st Tech Credit Union,  Waste Management Inc., Assistance League of Portland, Sunset Yoga, Portland Community College, Boomer Fitness, Emerald Smoothie, 
Beaverton Autobody & Paint, Anthem College, Oregon Gymnastics Academy, Fresh Start Detail, Sport Clips, Dr. Irina Moga, Tualatin Hills Park and Recreation District, Ava Rosteria, Typhoon!, Beaverton Dental Center
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Elizabeth VanderVeer, MD

Laser Tattoo Removal

Made a mistake?
Multi-color?

Marvelous Results!

503.243.2250
VanderVeerCenter.com

Open 7 Days a Week
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